
PLIGHT OF TELUGU DNT VADDER TRIBES AS 
OBCS IN AP/TS VIS -À-VIS FELLOW TELUGU 
DNTS WHO PROGRESSED AS STS,  WHILE 
THEIR BRETHREN ELSEWHERE IN INDIA ARE 
TREATED AS SCS UNDER NAMES LIKE 
BHOVI(KARNATAKA), OD/BELDAR(NORTH 
INDIA)

An appraisal of facts by Dr. OSK Raju
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VADDERS: WHO 
ARE THEY?

'Vadderas' are known by a multitude of names, 
most prominent of which are Od, Beldhar, Bhovi, 
Vadde, Wadder, Oddar, Vadra and 
Shirkaaband. The Vadders have been known to 
have originated in the Indian state of Odisha, 
where they proliferated and spread out to the 
rest of the Indian subcontinent including present 
day Pakistan, Nepal and Bangladesh. Many 
scholars who researched on native Indian tribes 
have concluded that Vadders are native-
indegenous navvies tribe that has existed in the 
Indian subcontinent since before the arrival 
of Central Asian tribes (Aryans)



VADDERS ARE IN 
SC CATEGORY IN 

MAJORITY OF 
THE STATES

Majority of the Vadders in India have been 

included in the list of Scheduled Castes, 

barring a few states like Andhra 

Pradesh, Maharashtra, Gujarath & 

Rajasthan



WHY TELUGU 
VADDERS ARE 

DEMANDING ST 
IN AP AND TS

Plight of Vadders, who remained as OBCs 

till datae, in the united state of Andhra 

Pradesh warrants a special mention; by 

the year of 1976, a vast majority 

of denotified tribes(yerukala, yanadi, 

lambada, sugali) in the state of Andhra 

Pradesh have been incorporated in 

the ST list while the Wadderas have been 

excluded and left behind to be a part of 

the OBCs. 



CAN A 
NOMADIC TRIBE 

BE IN ‘SC’ IN 
ONE STATE AND 

‘ST’ IN OTHER 
STATE?

Answer is YES!

SC/ST status of a DNT in a state is 

decided by the Centre. 

One Example of this anomaly is:

Lambada/Sugalis are considered as SCs in 

Karnataka. The same tribe is trated as ST in 

Telugu States



WHAT IS THE 
CURRENT PLIGHT 

OF TELUGU 
VADDERS, WHO 

REMAINED AS 
OBCS AFTER 

LOSING SC/ST 
STATUS!

The consequence of such a flawed 

decision is the further deterioration of 

the social, economic and political 

status of Vadders in that state. The 

reason for their unremitting suffering 

might be because of the stigma they 

are forced to carry since their 

inclusion in the Notified Criminal 

Tribes (NCT) list from the colonial 

times.



VADDERS ARE 
LISTED AS ‘SC’ 

IN MAJORITY OF 
THE STATES OF 

INDIA  

Reasons for Vadders being treated as SCs 

in majority states of India, does not 

require an elaboration here!

(Vadder DNT Tribes are listed as SCs in 

majority of the States in India)



DO VADDERS 
POSSESS TRAITS 

REQUIRED TO 
LIST THEM AS 

‘ST’  

As documents and facts suggest, Telugu 

Vadders also possess all the constitutional 

requisites to include them under the ST list 

also. They are

• Primitive traits

• Distinct culture

• Geographical Isolation

• Shyness of contact with the    

community at large

• Backwardness



SIDHAPURAM
VADDER&CHENCHU
SETTLEMENT, ESTABLISHED BY 
THEN BRITISH RULERS IN 1913 
IN THE KURNOOL DISTRICT OF 
NALLAMALA REGION IS A 
SOLID EVIDENCE OF 
CRIMININAL STIGMA ATTACHED 
TO VADDERA TRIBES BY 
COLONIAL GOVERNMENTS OF 
THE PAST CENTURY



MAP SHOWS PRESENCE OF EX 
CRIMINAL TRIBES DISTRICT WISE 
IN UNITED AP BETWEEN 1956 AND 
1962. IT'S A FACT THAT VADDERS
EXCEED OTHER CRIMINAL TRIBES 
BOTH IN NUMBERS AND SPATIAL 
DISTRIBUTION IN AP. EVEN THEN 
THE RULERS OF THAT TIME HAVE 
DONE GRAVE INJUSTICE TO US 
BY EXCLUDING VADDERS AND 
INCLUDING REST OF THE CRIMINAL 
TRIBES OF AP INTO ST. 





TELUGU 
VADDERS’ ST 

PROMISE 
REMAINS A 

PROMISE!  

In the last 50 years, all major political 

parties have been promising SC/ST status 

to Teugu Vadders in every election 

contested so far. This has complicated their 

plight further and has made 80 lakh plus 

Telugu Vadders to seek justice from both 

Legislatures and Judiciary at the earliest







TELUGU 
VADDERS CAN 

NOT REMAIN IN 
OBC

All Social Indicators of 80 Lakh Plus 

Telugu Vadders warrant their immediate 

inlusion into SC/ST















TELUGU 
VADDERS NEED 
YOUR SUPPORT
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